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Amendments To The Claims: 

Please amend the claims as shown. Applicants reserve the right to pursue any cancelled claims at 
a later date. 



L-9. (canceled) 

1 0. (new) A inethod for reporting a dropped-out connection path of a first network 
node to a second network node within a packet switching communication network, comprising: 

providing a first routing table to the first node, the first routing table including a primary 
entry representing a primary routing path and an alternate entry representing an alternate routing 
path, 

wherein the primary path is a connection path between the first node and 
the destination node, and 

wherein the alternate path is a connection path between the first node and 
the destination node via the second node; 
providing a second routing table to the second node, the second routing table including a 
primary entry representing a primary routing path and an altemate entry representing an alternate 
routing path, 

wherein the primary path is a connection path between the second node 
and the destination node, and 

wherein the alternate path is a connection path between the second node 
and the destination node via the first node; 
detecting a first fault by the first node of the primary path of the first node; 
reporting the first fault detected by the first node to the second node; 
detecting a second fault by the second node of the primary path of the second node; 
inhibiting a transfer of a data packet to the destination network node via the altemate path 
of the second node; and 

reporting the second fault detected by the second node to the first node, 
wherein the relevant altemate routing path entry is used if there is a fault on the primary 
routing path, 
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whereby a transfer back and forth between the first and second nodes of a data packet to 
be sent towards the destination network is inhibited, thereby reducing a load of the first and 
second nodes. 

1 1 . (new) The method according to claim 10, wherein the first and/or second fault is 
reported via sending a message. 

12. (new) The method according to claim 11, wherein the message is sent 
substantially immediately after the detection of the respective fault. 

13. (new) The method according to claim 11, wherein the message is transferred 
cyclically on the primary connection path. 

14. (new) The method according to claim 10, wherein the transfer of the data packet 
is prevented. 

15. (new) The method according to claim 10, wherein the first and/or second fault is 
reported via a routing protocol. 

16. (new) The method according to claim 11, fiirther comprising: 
reporting the first fault to a neighboring node respective to the first node; and 
informing the neighboring node after the end of the first fault. 

17. (new) The method according to claim 16, wherein the fault is reported to the 
neighboring node within a keep-alive message. 

18. (new) The method according to claim 16, wherein a node identifier of the first 
node is used to report the fault to the neighboring node. 

19. (new) The method according to claim 11, fiirther comprising: 

informing a neighboring node respective to the second node of the second fault; and 

2003P1 1015WOUS Preliminary Amendment JDH.rtf 
5 of 10 



Serial No- Not Yet Assigned 
Atty* Doc. No. 2003P11015WOUS 

informing the neighboring node after the end of the second fault. 

20. (new) The method according to claim 1 9, wherein the fault is reported to the 
neighboring node within a keep-alive message. 

21. (new) The method according to claim 19, wherein a node identifier of first node 
is used to report the fault to the neighboring node. 

22. (new) A method for reporting a dropped-out connection path of a first network 
node to a second network node within a packet switching communication network, comprising: 

providing a first routing table to the first node, the first routing table including a primary 
entry representing a primary routing path and an altemate entry representing an altemate routing 
path, 

wherein the primary path is a connection path between the first node and 
the destination node, and 

wherein the altemate path is a connection path between the first node and 
the destination node via the second node; 

providing a second routing table to the second node, the second routing table including a 
primary entry representing a primary routing path and an altemate entry representing an altemate 
routing path, 

wherein the primary path is a connection path between the second node 
and the destination node, and 

wherein the altemate path is a connection path between the second node 
and the destination node via the first node; 
periodically transferring a message from the first node to the second node while the first 
node has access to the destination network node via the respective primary path; 

stopping the periodic transfer when a first fault is detected on the primary path of the first 

node; 

detecting a second fault on the primary path of the second node; and 
avoiding a transfer of a data packet to the destination node via the altemate routing path 
that leads from the second node to the first node. 
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23. (new) The method according to claim 22, wherein the transfer of the data packet 
is prevented. 

24. (new) A first network node within a packet switching communication network 
having a first primary path that is a connection path between the first node and a destination node 
and a first alternate path that is a connection path between the first node and a second node, and 
the second node having a second primary path that is a connection path between the second node 
and the destination node and a second alternate path that is a connection path between the second 
node and the first node, the first node comprising: 

a routing table including a primary entry representing the first primary path and an 
alternate entry representing the first alternate path; 

a first fault indicator that indicates if the first primary path is available; 

a second fault indicator that indicates if the second primary path is available to the second 
node; and 

a receiver that receives a data packet to be transferred to the destination node; 
wherein when the first and second fault indicators indicates the paths are unavailable, 
transfer of the data packet on the first paths is inhibited. 

25. (new) The node according to claim 24, wherein when the first fault indicator 
indicates that the first primary path is available, a message is periodically sent the second node to 
indicate that the path is available. 

26. (new) The node according to claim 25, wherein when the first fault indicator 
indicates that the first primary path is unavailable, the first node stops sending the periodic 
message. 

27. (new) The node according to claim 24, 

wherein within a time period the first node receives a periodic message fi-om the second 
node to indicate that the second primary path is available, in which the second fault indicator is 
set to indicate that the second primary path is available, and 
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wherein within the time period the first node does not receive the periodic message and 
the second fauU indicator is set to indicate that the second primary path is unavailable. 
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